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Submission 


From a poem by William Cowper 


LORD, my best desire fulfill, 
And help me to resign 
Life, health, and comfort to Thy will, 
And make Thy pleasure mine.“ 


No, rather let me freely yield 
What most I prize to Thee; 
Who never hast a good withheld, 

Or wilt withhold from me, 


Avoiding That Hurried Feeling 


‘To be always in a hurry is rather 
a habit than a necessity. It is easy to 
fall into, for this is an age of speed. 
But to have a continual sense of being 
hurried is not good, and there are some 
things that can be done to overcome it. 
It goes hand in hand with worry, is 
likely to make one careless in his work, 
and leads to impatience with others. It 
withers such fruits of the Spirit as joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness. One 
cannot imagine the Lord Jesus giving 
the impression that He was in such a 
hurry that He could not listen to others 
or help them. He had, of course, to 
make choices according to His sovereign 
will when the multitudes thronged Him, 
but impatience never caused Him to turn 
any away. He took time to talk with 
the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well, 
He took the little children in His arms, 
and He fed the hungry multitude late 
in the day. If a Christian feels always 
crowded and rushed, it is time for him 


to stop, take stock of his time, strength, 
and duties, and ask God to show him 
what to do. He may have to drop some- 
thing. Perhaps he does not allow him- 
Self enough time to do certain tasks, or 
to gét to appointments on time. The 
simplest way to avoid being hurried is 
to start early! One of the seeming para- 
doxes of the Christian life is that when 
one spends enough time with God, in 
prayer and Bible study, he will have a 
strange sense of leisure and quietness 
in doing his regular tasks, and appar- 
ently more time. It is something like 
tithing. Those who give a tenth of their 
income to God can testify that what is 
left seems to go further than if they 
kept the whole sum for themselves. 
When we are careful to be alone with 
God for a certain time every day— 
preferably the first thing in the morn- 
ing—we shall find that other things fall 
into their rightful place, and the work 
of the day goes more smoothly. It is 
trite to say that everyone has twenty- 
four hours every day, but we sometimes 
forget it. Every believer must find out, 
under the guidance of God, how he can 


best use those hours. Dr. H. Clay Trum- 
bull once laid down this very practical 
principle: “Do first the things you 
are paid to do, then the things you have 
promised to do, then the things you 
would like to do.” One important thing 
to remember is that our constitutions 
are different, some need more sleep and 
rest than others, and therefore cannot 
carry such heavy loads of work and 
responsibility. In regard to the use of 
his time, each Christian worker must 
deal directly with God, who is willing 
and able to guide each one.so that he 
will be “redeeming the time,” and ac- 
complishing much without that devastat- 
ing sense of hurry. The Apostle Paul 
exhorted the Thessalonians to “study to 
be quiet, and to do your own business” 
(1 Thess. 4:11); and it is possible, by 
the work of the Spirit within the heart, 
to have inward quietness even in this 
fast-moving world. Then all our time 
and energy are used to the best advan- 
tage, without waste and unnecessary wear 
and tear. This is compatible with being 
filled with the Spirit, for “to be spiritu- 
ally minded is life and peace” (Rom. 8:6), 


I. Eagles’ Wings 


By the Editor 


Is there anything unique in the life 
of the eagle, as seems to be implied 
in Psalm 103:52 — A Pennsylvania 
reader, 


STRANGE story has been told to 
A illustrate this well-known verse 

from Psahn 103: “Who satisfieth 
thy mouth with good things; so that thy 
youth is ‘renewed like the eagle’s.” It 
appeared more than twenty years ago 
in a book on Bible lands, and it is cur- 
rent in two booklets by Christian 
writers, who have drawn spiritual les- 
sons from the life of the eagle. In sub- 
stance, this is the story: When the 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“Yea, though I walk through the i 
valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil: for thou art with 
me; thy rod and thy staff they com- 
fort me” (Psa. 23:4). 























eagle grows old he develops a large, 
heavy beak which keeps him from eat- 
ing properly. He no longer hunts, but 
just stands on the rocks, molting and 
losing his strength. Finally, in despera- 
tion, he beats out the old feathers and 
rubs his beak against the rock until it 
falis off and he grows a new one. Then 
he can eat again, and this renews his 
plumage and his strength, so that he 
appears to become young again and can 
live much longer. 

Since bird study has been a hobby of 
mine for many years, I have made re- 
peated efforts to trace this story to an 
authentic source in natural history, but 
without success. While it is found in 
religious writings, I have not been able 
to verify it in ornithological literature, 
or in correspondence or conversation 
with ornithologists. This does not prove 
that the story is_not true; but it sounds 
like an Arab legend, or one of the fan- 
tastic explanations that were interpo- 
lated in early editions of Cruden’s Con- 
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cordance. One of the booklets by a 
Christian man says, “There is a book 
published by a man who was reared in 
the Alps, that describes the nature and 
characteristics of an eagle, the greatest 
of all birds”; then the story of the old 
eagle and his heavy beak is repeated. 
Unfortunately, there is no reference to 
the title, publisher, date, or author of 
the book, and the writer of the pamphlet 
has passed away; and so far I have not 
been able to get any further information 
on it. 

What, then, does the verse mean? Mat- 
thew Henry says: “The eagle is long- 
lived, and, as naturalists say, when she 
is nearly one hundred years old, casts all 
her feathers (as indeed she changes them 
in a great measure every year at molting 
time), and fresh ones come, so that she 
becomes young again. When God by the 
graces and comforts of His Spirit, re- 
covers His people from their decays, and 
fills them with new life and joy, which 
is to them an earnest of eternal life and 
joy, then they may be said to return 
to the days of their youth, Job 33:25.” 
The following is found in the Jamieson, 
Fausset & Brown Commentary: “As the 
eagle casts her feathers and becomes 
bald like young ones, and then is cov- 
ered with new feathers. Other birds 
also molt. But the eagle is selected as 
the emblem of vigor, whence the Greek 
proverb, ‘The eagle’s old age is as good 
as the lark’s youth. Hengstenberg 
thinks the latter point alone is referred 
to, not the molting, and translates, ‘thy 
youth is renewed like (i.e., so as to be 
as strong as) the eagle.’ . . . Scripture 
knows nothing of the fable which sub- 
sequently sprang up of the eagle renew- 
ing its youth in old age.” 

If we take the first part of the verse 
literally, that is, as applying to food, 
then we may say that God does indeed 
supply us with a variety of good things, 
to suit various physical natures; and 
that when we are temperate in eating, 
and follow God’s will even in this mat- 
ter, our strength is renewed and pro- 
longed. Or, if the verse is viewed spir- 
itually, it is true that God—and only 
God—can fully satisfy the heart; and 
when the heart is satisfied and at rest 
in Him, then our spiritual strength is 
renewed and nothing seems too hard. 

C. H. Spurgeon, in his “Treasury of 
David,” wrote on this verse: 

“No man is ever filled to satisfaction 
but a believer, and only God Himself 
can satisfy him .. . He who sits moping 
with the owl in the last Psalm here flies 
on high with the eagle: the Lord: works 
marvelous changes in us, and we learn 
by such experiences to bless His holy 
name. To grow from a sparrow to an 
eagle and leave the wilderness of the 
pelican to mount among the stars is 
enough to make ary man cry, ‘Bless the 
Lord, O my soul.’” 

How long does an eagle live? One 
writer, Samuel H. Williams, gives the 
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age of the Golden Eagle as from 104 to 
150 years. Charles S. Broley, “The Eagle 
Man,” who has banded more then 1,200 
eagles in co-operation with the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, writes me: 
“The life span of the Bald Eagle is not 
known. Possibly my banding will bring 
some light on the matter if, fifty years 
from now, some of the birds I have 
banded turn up. In Tampa, a Mr. Rick- 
ard had an eagle (Bald) in a cage for 
twenty-nine years and I saw it fre- 
quently. Mr. Rickard died a year ago 
February and the eagle died the next 
day, a strange coincidence.” 

Francis Hobart Herrick spent many 
months studying the nesting habits of 
the Bald Eagle at Vermillion, Ohio, and 
published a complete volume on’ “The 
American Eagle.” His book is _ illus- 
trated with many fine photographs, and 
he includes considerable material’ on 
eagles in history and their significance 
in national emblems. But he makes no 
mention of the story of the overgrown 
beak and renewed youth, 

Frank W. McLaughlin, a member of 
the staff of the Academy of Natural Sci- 
ences, Philadelphia, says that the Bald 
Eagle matures at about five years, and 
that the adults, which have the white 
head and tail and dark body (both male 
and female), often look younger and 
trimmer than some of the young, all- 
brown birds. 

There are of course many species of 
eagles widely distributed throughout the 
world. Arthur Cleveland, Bent, in his 
“Life Histories of North American Birds 
of Prey,” lists seven races in Europe, 
Asia, and North America. The two prin- 
cipal species on the North American 
continent are the Golden Eagle and the 
Bald Eagle. The Golden Eagle is now 
largely confined to the West, though it 
is occasionally observed near the East 
Coast. Mr. Bent writes of the Golden 
Eagle1: “This magnificent eagle has 
long been named the King of Birds, and 
it well deserves the title. It is majestic 


in flight, regal in appearance, dignified : 


in manner, and’crowned with a shower 
of gélden hackles about its royal head. 
... It is a far nobler bird in every way 
than the Bald Eagle and might well have 
been chosen as our national emblem. 
But then the Golden Eagle,is not a 
strictly American bird, as the Bald 
Eagle is.” 

There are at least two other passages 
on eagles in Scripture, which hold rich, 
spiritual lessons, and on which ornithol- 
ogy gives interesting side lights. 

As an eagle stirreth up her nést, 
fluttereth over her young, spreadeth 
abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth 
them on her wings: so the Lord alone 
did lead him, and there was no 

_ strange god with him (Deut. 32:11, 12). 

H. B. Macpherson spent many months 

studying the habits of a pair of Golden 





1 Quotations from Mr. Bent’s work used by 
permission of the Smithsonian Institution. 
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Eagles at their nest high up in a lonely 
glen in the Grampian Hills, in central 
Scotland. With the help of a game- 
keeper, he built himself a blind, where 
he spent many hours taking old-fash- 
ioned black-and-white photographs and 
painstakingly making notes. He watched 
the eagles through the snow flurries and 
cold rain storms of the spring and in the 
hot summer sun, until they succeeded 
in raising one eaglet. He told their story 
in “The Home-Life of a Golden Eagle.” 
He described the care with which the 


(Continued on page 77) 








Notes on Open Letters 
The Sabbath in the New Testament 


Is there any record in the New Tes- 
tament of a believer observing the 
Sabbath (seventh day) after Christ’s 
resurrection?—A Missouri reader. 


Walker’s Concordance contains, under 
the heading, “the sabbath,” 17 refer- 
ences in the Gospels, 5 in Acts, and 1 
in Hebrews, American Standard Version; 
under “sabbath day,” 23 in the Gospels, 
3 in Acts; under “sabbath days,”’7 in 
the Gospels, 1 in Acts, and 1 in Colos- 
sians. There is some overlapping in 
these columns of references, 

None of these passages shows that a 
believer, after the resurrection of Christ, 
was strictly observing the Jewish Sab- 
bath, or seventh day, for himself. When 
Paul and Silas were at Philippi, they 
went out of the city on the Sabbath “by 
a river side, where prayer was wont to 
be made; and we sat down, and spake 
unto the women which resorted thither” 
(Acts 16:13). (This was the time when 
Lydia was converted.) But this shows 
that Paul and Silas were taking advan- 
tage of the Sabbath to preach the Gospel, 
rather than that they were observing 
it themselves. The case is similar when 
we read of the Apostle Paul that “he 
reasoned in the synagogue every sab- 
bath, and persuaded the Jews and the 
Greeks” (Acts 18:4; 17:2). 

To the Colossians, Paul wrote: “Let 
no man therefore judge you in meat, or 
in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or 
of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: 
which are a shadow of things to come; 
but the body is of Christ” (Col. 2:16, 17). 
Here the word “days” is in italics, show- 
ing that it has been supplied by the 
translators, and that therefore the verse 
may be read without it. The American 
Standard Version reads, “a sabbath day,” 
implying that the word may refer to 
other days set apart as holy, in which 
no work was to be done, as in Leviticus 
23. 

Other New Testament references to 
the Sabbath, included in the figures 
given above, are either incidental, or 
have to do directly with the Jewish 
Sabbath and the Old Testament observ- 
ance of it. 
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Promise and Prayer 


A divinely ordained plan for appropriating | 
the blessings that God has in store for us 


John Wesley says that “God does 

nothing but in answer to prayer.” 
The Bible teaches that prayer must oc- 
cupy an important place in the plan and 
program of God. At the close of a 
chapter full of promise, God says, “I 
will yet for this be enquired of by the 
house of Israel, to do it for them” (Ezek. 
36:37). Mysterious as it may seem, 
prayer is one of the means that God 
has appointed for the carrying into ef- 
fect His promises. Matthew Henry says, 
“We must turn God’s promises into 
prayer, and then they shall be turned 
into performances.” F. B, Meyer writes, 
“Though the Bible be crowded with 
golden promises from board to board, 
yet will they be inoperative until we 
turn them into prayer. It is not our 
province to argue the reasonableness of 
this; it is enough to accentuate and en- 
force it.” He also writes, “God’s prom- 
ises are given, not to restrain, but to 
incite to prayer.” The teaching that 
promise and prayer must go together 
and be used together is “one of the 
primal laws of the spiritual world.” I 
shall illustrate this from Scripture. 


1 Kincs 18 


This chapter furnishes an illustration 
of the connection between promise and 
prayer. God definitely said to Elijah, “Go, 
shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will send 
rain upon the earth” (v. 1). Elijah met 
the condition: he showed himself to 
Ahab; but he did something more. He 
prayed. And how he prayed! The echo 
of the promise was still sounding in his 
heart when he said to Ahab, “Get thee 
up, eat and drink; for there is a sound 
of abundance of rain” (v. 41). Now 
notice what happened. “Ahab went up to 
eat and to drink. And Elijah went up 
to the top of Carmel” to pray! Oh, 
how many today are going up to eat 
and to drink, while the few-go to pray! 
And the many owe the fact that they 
can eat and drink to the prayers of the 
few. 

The saints that we owe things to 

Are the saints that pray things through, 

Prayer was not mentioned as a condi- 
tion in the promise of rain. Elijah 
might have gone away from Ahab con- 
fident that God would keep His promise. 
But no, Elijah goes to pray. He prayed 
seven times for rain. He sent his serv- 


[: HIS book on “Christian Perfection,” 


ant toward the sea to look for the prom- 
ised rain, and while the servant was 
going, Elijah put his face between his 
knees and prayed, as I imagine, “O Lord, 
send the rain.” The servant comes back 
and tells Elijah that he sees “nothing.” 


Dr. Petrie, a member of the fac- 
ulty of the Simpson Bible Institute, 
Seattle, is a loyal friend of The 
Sunday School Times. This ar- 
ticle is a condensation of a mes- 
sage he gave in the Tabernacle 
Baptist Church one Sunday morn- 
ing last September. A lady came to 
him at his Bible class next evening 
and said, “Is that sermon going to 
be in print?” Dr. Petrie replied, 
“Yes, in The Sunday School Times. 
If you will give me a dollar with 
your address, I'll see that you get it, 
and with eighteen weeks of other 
articles.” The lady promptly handed 
a dollar to Dr. Petrie, and gave him 
her name and address, as she was 
visiting from California. So Dr. 
Petrie set a good example to other 
friends of the Times, the California 
visitor is receiving his message in 
print, and getting acquainted with 
the Times by receiving eighteen 
issues. The Editors have many fine 
new articles to give to readers 
in the next four months, as an- 
nounced last week and in this issue. 
This study of the connection between 
God’s promises and our prayers is a 
good beginning for this new period. 








Elijah says-to him, “Go again seven 
times.” And each time, while he is go- 
ing, Elijah, with his face between his 
knees, prays, “O Lord, send the rain.” 
What a scene it is! Elijah praying for 
the promised rain as though its coming 
depended upon his prayers and not on 
the promise of God! And why? Be- 
cause we have here “one of the primal 
laws of the spiritual world.” God wills 
to be inquired of to fulfill His promises. 
Oh, blessed way of brimging us into the 
prayer chamber of God! 

The connection between promise and 
prayer is illustrated in a former scene 
in the life of Elijah. He boldly goes 
into the presence of Ahab, and says, 
“As the Lord God of Israel liveth, be- 
fore whom I stand, there shall not be 
dew nor rain these years, but according 
to my word” (1 Kings 17:1). The peo- 
ple had turned away from God, and the 
promise was written in Deuteronomy 
11:17 that God would “shut up the 
heaven, that there be no rain.” Elijah 
prayed that promise into performance. 
That these two scenes in the life of Eli- 
jah might not be forgotten, and that the 
connection between promise and prayer 
might be inculcated in us, James writes 
these soul-stirring words: “Elijah .. . 


By ARTHUR PETRIE, Th.D. 


prayed fervently that it might not rain; 
and it rained not on the earth for three 
years and six months. And he prayed 
again; and the heaven gave rain, and 
the earth brought forth her fruit” (Jas. 
5:17, 18, AS.V.). 


IsaraAH 36 AND 37 


Another illustration of promise and 
prayer is found in the experience of 
King Hezekiah, recorded in Isaiah, chap- 
ters 36 and 37. The Assyrian had come 
into the land, and had boasted of what 
he would do. God had solemnly prom- 
ised, “I will break the Assyrian in my 
land, and upon my mountains tread him 
under foot” (14:25). Hezekiah had a 
right to stay himself upon that promise 
when the Assyrian invaded the land. 
Matthew Henry says that “Isaiah might 
have referred him to the prophecies he 
had delivered and bid him pick out an 
answer from thence.” God even gave 
another and further promise of what He 
would do to the Assyrian: “Behold, I 
will send a blast upon him, and he shall 
hear a rumor, and return to his own 
land; and I will cause him to fall by 
the sword in his own land” (37:7). Heze- 
kiah turned these promises into prayer. 
That prayer is recorded in Isaiah 37:14- 
20, and a wonderful prayer it is. It was 
this prayer that brought about the per- 
formance of the promises. The Lord 
Himself said so: “Thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel, Whereas thou hast prayed 
to me against Sennacherib king of As- 
syria: This is the word which the Lord 
hath spoken concerning him; .. . By 
the way that he came, by the same shall 
he return, and shall not come into this 
city, saith the Lord” (37:21-34). Thus 
God worked in answer to prayer, and 
not alone according to His promise. 
The Assyrian did return into his own 
land, and in his own land he fell by the 
sword. The record reads: “So Senna- 
cherib king of Assyria departed, and 
went and returned, and dwelt at Nine- 
veh. And it came to pass, as he was 
worshipping in the house of Nisroch his 
god, that .. . his sons smote him with 
the sword” (37:37,.38). Thus the prayer 
of King Hezekiah brought about the 
performance of the promise of God, 

Ezexret 36 

This chapter in a remarkable way sets 
forth the’ connection between promise 
and prayer. Indeed, it is in this chapter 
that we have the principle of it stated. 
Nearly all of Ezekiel 36 is a statement 
of promise after promise of good things 
for Israel—.sure* promises and certain of 
fulfillment. At the end of this chapter 
full of promise, God said, “I the Lord 
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have spoken it, and I will do it” (36:36). 
The chapter might have ended there. 
To do what was promised is solemnly 
certified to the people. But the chapter 
does not end there. A great principle 
of the spiritual world is now set forth: 
“Thus saith the Lord God; I will yet 
for this be enquired of by the house of 
Israel, to do it for them” (v. 37). There 
you have it, as nowhere else in all Scrip- 
ture. God has ordained that prayer be 
offered that His promises be performed. 
The next illustration will abundantly set 
this forth. 
DANIEL 9 


Daniel 9 is perhaps the most moving 
chapter in the Bible on the matter of 
promise and prayer. Daniel had read 
the twenty-ninth chapter of the prophet 
Jeremiah. That chapter contains this 
promise: “Thus saith the Lord, That after 
seventy years be accomplished at Bab- 
ylon I will visit you, and perform my 
good word toward you, in causing you 
to return to this place” (Jer. 29:10). 
Daniel refers to this when he says in 
his ninth chapter: “In the first year 
of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the 
seed of the Medes, .. . I Daniel under- 
stood by books the number of the years, 
whereof the word of the Lord came to 
Jeremiah the prophet, that he would ac- 
complish seventy years in the desola- 
tions of Jerusalem” (vs. 1, 2). The time 
for the accomplishment of that promise 
was now at hand. What did Danie] do? 
Did he call his Hebrew friends together 
and suggest a celebration in view of 
the end of their captivity? Did he sit 
around and wait for the edict of the 
king, permitting them to return to their 
land? No, indeed. He prayed one of 
the most moving and fervent prayers 
recorded in the Bible. Hear this much 
of it: “O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; 
O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for 
thine own sake, O my God: for thy city 
and thy people are called by thy name” 
(v. 19). Do you wonder that such a 
prayer sent an angel flying out of Heaven 
to bring the answer to Daniel? It moved 
God Himself to answer. 

You cannot read that prayer without 
getting the fervency of it. Daniel 
prayed for the fulfilling of the prom- 
ise of God as though it depended on 
his prayer and not on the faithfulness 
of God. And now note this: When God 
gave the promise of the Jews’ return, 
He ordained that prayer should be the 
means of its accomplishment. It is in 
connection with the promise through 
Jeremiah that God said, “Then shall ye 
call upon me, and ye shall go and pray 
unto me, and I will hearken unto you” 
(Jer. 29:12). Daniel knew that, and so 
prayed as he did. “Then” refers to the 
time of the end of the captivity, as can 
be seen by reading Jeremiah 29:10, 12. 
When that time was up, “then” they 
were to “call” and “pray,” and God 
promised to answer: “And I will be 
found of you, saith the Lord: and I will 
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turn away your captivity, and I will 
gather you from all the nations, and 


‘from all the places whither I have driven 


you, saith the Lord; and I will bring you 
again into the place whence I caused you 
to be carried away captive” (Jer. 29:14). 

No doubt many others knew of this 
promise, and prayed. They prayed, and 
God answered, If Jeremiah 29:10-14 and 
Daniel 9:2, 3 teach anything, they cer- 
tainly teach that promise and prayer go 
together and that God has ordained 
prayer as a means to accomplish His 
purposes in the earth. Matthew Henry 
makes this observation: “When God is 
about to give His people the expected 
good, He pours out a spirit of prayer.” 

David Brainerd wrote in his Journal 
under date June 30, 1744: “My soul was 
very solemn in reading God’s Word; 
especially the ninth chapter of Daniel. 
I saw how God had called out his serv- 
ants to prayer, and made them wrestle 
with him, when he designed to bestow 
any great mercy on his church.” 

That is exactly the case of Daniel. He 
saw that the time of the promise was 
at hand, and he wrestled in prayer for 
its accomplishment. And God answered, 
not only in keeping with His faithful- 
ness to His promise, but because of Dan- 
iel’s prayer, and to teach His people 
that prayer for the fulfillment of the 
promises of God is “one of the primal 
laws of the spiritual world.” 


REVELATION 5:8 


In the words of Revelation 5:8 we are 
taught again the connection between 
promise and prayer. John saw the en- 
throned elders “having each one a harp, 
and golden bowls full of incense, which 
are the prayers of the saints” (A.S.V)). 
The “harp” here is the symbol of‘ the 
promises of the prophetic Word, and the 
“bowls,” as stated, represent the “prayers 
of the saints.” Long ago William Cowper 
wrote in one of his great poems, “Sweet 
is the harp of prophecy.” Seiss says 
that the harps held by these enthroned 
elders represent “the predictions of all 
prophets.” And this scene in the fifth 
chapter of Revelation is to teach the 
reader of the Book that all the promises 
and prophecies that are to be fulfilled 
in the unfolding of the Revelation are 
to be accomplished through the “prayers 
of the saints.” “The holding up of these 
incense prayers and prophetic harps to- 
gether before the Lamb as He takes the 
Book, is that He may now remember and 
fulfill what all His holy prophets have 
spoken and sung, as well as what all 
His saints have prayed.” Very many 
prophecies and promises of the Old Tes- 
tament remain as yet unfulfilled. They 
are to be the subject of our prayers. 
We are to be the “Lord’s remembrancers” 
in those matters. That makes a good 
reason why we should study the pro- 
phetic Word, that we might know the 
purposes of God, and use His word of 
promise in our prayers. “God shapes the 
world by prayer. ... The prayers of 
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God’s saints are the capital stock of 
Heaven by which Christ carries on His 
great work upon earth” (E. M. Bounds). 


REVELATION 22:20 


Very strikingly, the whole Bible closes 
with a reiteration of this “primal law 
of the spiritual world”—this truth of the 
connection between promise and prayer. 
It ends with a promise and a prayer. 
The promise is, “Surely I come quickly.” 
And the prayer is, “Amen. Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus.” Exultantly does Seiss 
write: “It is the promise of promises 
—the crown and consummation of all 
promises—the coronation of all evangelic 
hopes—the sum of all prophecy and 
prayer.” 

Those who prayed the promises into 
performances were right with God. 
John’s heart was so right with God that 
as soon as he heard the promise of Qhrist, 
he immediately and joyfully turned it 
into prayer. God in Heaven is looking 
for those on earth in whose hearts He 
can put prayer for the performance of 
His promises. “For the eyes of the Lord 
run to and fro throughout the whole 
earth, to shew himself strong in the be- 
half of them whose heart is perfect 
toward him” (2 Chron. 16:9). And into 
such hearts, the Spirit of God will put 
the prayer of God, for “prayer is noth- 
ing but the breathing that out before the 
Lord, that was first breathed into us by 
the Spirit of the Lord.” May the Lord 
number us among His “remembrancers.” 


SEATTLE, 
4 


The Bible Colporteur 
By Frederick C. Glass 


NE has often felt amazed at a fea- 

ture of the great evangelical con- 
ferences held here and there from time 
to time. They seem to devote so much 
consideration and expense to such mat- 
ters as church buildings, literature, hos- 
pitals, colleges, periodicals, and finance 
—all good and necessary objects for con- 
sideration, and yet relatively so crude 
and rudimentary in the light of the 
strange and fatal neglect disclosed in not 
giving due weight to the proper use of 
the supreme arm of ur warfare pro- 
vided, ordained, and owned of God 
throughout all ages. Our very best goes 
to the pulpit, while the lame and halt 
will do for Bible colportage—carelessly 
neglected, badly performed, and miser- 
ably remunerated, while the church suf- 
fers immensely in consequence. 

It was the Bible restored to its place 
on the continent of Europe and those 
New Testaments so carefully sown in our 
own England by Tyndale, at the cost of 
his, own life, that brought to birth that 
great revival we call the Reformation. 
In more modern times it has ever been 
the Bible that has opened the way to 
newness of life, and especially is this 
true of Brazil. Those other matters just 
referred to have played, relatively, but 
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Lesson for February 7 


a small part in the marvelous renaissance 
now evidenced in this land. In the pro- 
grams of these great modern gatherings 
referred to, why is no space provided 
for a serious and practical] consideration 
of ways and means for increasing the 
circulation of the Bible, and co-operating 
more effectively with our indispensable 
friends the Bible societies, so sorely 
pressed in these days? Why is not more 
attention given to the vast importance 
of the colporteur’s ministry and ma- 
chinery, and to the very careful choos- 
ing of the right type of man who will 
worthily represent our churches, as he 
goes from house to house throughout the 
land? He touches the vital springs of 
the nation, in a far more intimate and 
effective manner than many times his 
number of simple pastors or mission- 
aries. Who ever seems to think of the 
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need for creating a well-staffed Bible 
schoo] for training Bible colporteurs? 
The early fathers of the Brazilian 
church well knew the paramount im- 
portance of this. ministry, and they set 
apart and trained their early converts to 
sell the Word of God, sending them forth 
far and wide. Our modern churches 
have reaped what others have so faith- 
fully sown, but posterity is like to gain 
but little from what the churches of 
today are effectively doing in this mat- 
ter. There does not lack evidence of a 
growing root-coldness and a sterility 
among our people and their leaders, and 
one of the chief reasons for this is this 
strange and sinister neglect of our chief- 
est arm, our most potent and impreg- 
nable artillery—the Word of God! 
Wars can never be won by such tactics. 


Rio pE JANEIRO, BRAZIL. 


VI. The Christ-Centered Life 


Its goal — His likeness 


S WE have been thinking together 

these past few weeks concerning 
the Christ-centered life, I trust that you 
all have been stirred to begin to experi- 
ence its blessing and to expect that the 
Lord will do more for you than you 
have ever before thought was possible. 
I meet many people who have no real 
conception of the joy and the blessing 
and the victory of the life in Christ 
that has been made possible for each one 
of us who have put our trust in Him. 
As a result there is so little of real in- 
fluence through them that is of the in- 
fectious or contagious variety that makes 
others want to learn the secret of their 
lives and make use of it for themselves. 
In this article I am going to think with 
you on the goal of a Christ-centered life. 
So often we get so immersed in the 
daily routine that we forget to ask our- 
selves, or to keep ever uppermost in 
our minds, where we are going and 
whither we are headed. 

1. The Danger of Second-Rate Goals. 
—One thing which we need to recognize 
is that, for the Christian, it is very easy 
to get attention fixed on second-rate 
goals. These are things that are all 
right in themselves and that the world 
counts as very much worth while, but 
that have no eternal values, and there- 
fore should be avoided. Paul gives a 
list of some of them in the third chapter 
of his Letter to the Philippians, where 
he tells us that he once worked for them, 
but had discarded them when he came to 
know the Lord Jesus Christ. They are 
fairly easy of attainment and others have 
successfully reached them. They also 
aré largely matters of achievement, and 
things therefore in which my reputation 
and my name loom large. The main 
reason that we should not work for 
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them is, as Paul knew so well and stated 
so clearly, that they divert our attention 
from that which should be the main 
goal of our lives as God’s children, and 
which is. the subject of our discussion 
in this article. 

2. The Christ-Appointed Goal.—The 
goa] that the Lord Jesus Christ Himself 
has placed before each of us is that we 
grow up into His glorious and perfect 
likeness. It was for that purpose that 
He, in His grace and mercy, identified 
Himself with us. “He is not ashamed 
to call them brethren,” we read in He- 
brews; we are “heirs of God, and joint- 
heirs with Christ,” and other similar 
statements all show how the Lord Him- 
self was “made sin for us,” taking upon 
Him the burden and the guilt of all of 
our sins that we might in turn be iden- 
tified with Him in the glory and holiness 
of His person and the glory of His posi- 


‘tion with God. 


In regard to becoming like Christ, I 
think that one of the things of which 
we need constantly to remind ourselves 
is that becoming like Him is much more 
a matter of being an coming than it 
is one of doing. Kort. 19 in the nature 
of the case, very often largely a matter 
of the outward conduct and appearance, 
whereas being, or becoming, is an in- 
ward matter of the heart. It is always 
the inner heart condition in which God 
is interested and at which He looks, 
while with men it is the opposite. We 
are content to look at the outward mat- 
ter, and if that is satisfactory, we are 
usually quite willing to forget or to 
overlook the inner and invisible side, 
which, as a matter of fact, is far more 
important. As we read the lives of many 
national heroes and historic characters, 
we so often discover that, while their 
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deeds were such as to make them great 
in the eyes of their fellow men, at heart 
they were often corrupt and, in the end, 
proved that their lives were far, far from 
what they should have been, and failure 
and decay marked their end. 

One other thing about this God-ap- 
pointed goal for us is that it is the high- 
est possible mark. at which we can pos- 
sibly aim. To be Christlike means that 
every possible faculty and capacity for 
good will be developed to its greatest 
extent. It also means that every faculty 
will be used with the highest possible 
motive, namely, to the glory of God. 
So many have come to think of living a 
life of surrender to God’s will as a nar- 
row and limited and joyless sort of exist- 
ence that can make no appeal to a red- 
blooded man. Such is, of course, purely 
a misconception of the widest possible 
variety. God’s will for each of us is the 
very best possible development and 
growth of every good thing within 
our souls. It must and cannot but re- 
sult in the highest type of joy and the 
deepest possible sort of satisfaction and 
contentment of heart. It is no wonder 
that Paul speaks of it as “the mark of 
the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus.” 

3. The Means of Attainment.—How 
then can we ever attain to such an in- 
finitely high and glorious goal? It will 
mean first of all the concentration of 
all our powers and faculties toward that 
one end. The struggle will be an in- 
tense one in which the Enemy will do 
his utmost to confuse us, to hinder us, 
or to throw us off our course by one 
means or another. Paul found it to be 
so in his own case, so he writes, “For- 
getting those things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, I press toward the 
mark.” Like an athlete running in a 
close race, he was unmindful of every- 
thing but the goa] that lay ahead, and 
every muscle, nerve, and ounce of en- 
ergy and will power was concentrated 
on the one matter of gaining the prize 
that was to be his in Christ Jesus. 

The means of reaching the goal, as 
Paul so clearly states in this same third 
chapter of Philippians, is through an in- 
timate and intelligent knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. As he says, “That 
I may know him, and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship of his 
sufferings.” Again in 2 Corinthians 3:18 
(A.S.V.) he writes, “We all with un- 
veiled face beliolding as in a mirror the 
glory of the Lord, are transformed [or 
transfigured] into the same image from 
glory to glory, even’as from the Lord 
the Spirit.” To have our hearts exposed 
to Him and to His glory will mean that 
we will have His image and likeness 
transferred to us by the Holy Spirit. To 
make this thought quite plain, Paul uses 
Moses as an illustration. He reminds 
his readers of the way in which Moses 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 7. CHRIST, THE LIVING BREAD 
' John 6; printed text, verses 48-59, 66-69 
Golden Text.—I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.— John 6:35 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 


John 6:48 I am that bread of life. 

49 Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are 
dead. 

50 This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that 
aman may eat thereof, and not die. 

51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven: 
if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the 
bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the 
life of the world. 

52 The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, 
How can this man give us his flesh to eat? 

53 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his 
blood, ye have no life in you. 

54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath 
eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. 

55 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink 


56 He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth 
in me, and I in him. 

57 As the living Fathef hath sent me, and I live by the 
Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall] live by me. 

58 This is that bread which came down from heaven: not 
as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth 
of this bread shall live for ever. 

59 These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught 
in Capernaum. ‘ 


66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and 
walked no more with him. x 

67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 

68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall 
we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. 

69 And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, 
the Son of the living God. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

N THE chapter containing this week’s 
I lesson we have a remarkable exam- 

ple of how John uses the miracles 
of Jesus. They are not just incidents, 
but “signs” (John 2:11; 20:30). Here 
John relates how the Lord Jesus Him- 
self took up the miracle of the feeding 
of the five thousand (6:1-13), and made 


it the basis of some of His most: pro- 


found teaching. 

The excitement of the crowd was so 
great, gripped as they were with a mob 
impulse to make Jesus their king, that 
our Lord sent the disciples over to the 
west side of the lake while He“’nhandled 
the multitude, inducing them’ to sep- 
arate, and then retired to the hill alone. 
Compare Mark 6:45 with John 6:15, 16. 


.Later that night He caught up with His 


disciples as they struggled against wind 
and wave. The storm was His pathway 
to them. 

The next day found the multitude in 
a different frame of mind. Still excited, 
they sought out Jesus, not to be taught, 
but to be fed. If He could feed them 
one day, why not always? Had not 
Moses fed their fathers for forty years 
in the wilderness? So they were after 
a continuation of the loaves and the 
fishes. Jesus, knowing their hearts, 
challenged them with their low, mate- 
rialistic motives (v. 26), and called them 
to higher pursuits. He told them that 
He had better bread for them, what it 
would cost Him to provide it for them 
(v. 51), what it would do for them (vs, 


/ 
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50, 51), and how they might obtain it 
(v. 35). 

Much controversy has raged around 
some of the teaching of this chapter, 
just as it stirred to strife the Jews who 
first heard it (v. 52). The Roman Church 


has made verses 53-56 the support of: 


their teaching on transubstantiation, or 
the turning of the substance of the 
bread and wine of the Communion into 
the substance of the flesh and blood of 
Christ, which is just another form of 
materialism. We who are evangelical in 
outlook rejoice in the spirituality of the 
teaching of the chapter, taking verse 63 
as the basis of our interpretation. This 
passage is not an exposition of the Lord’s 
Supper, but this passage and the Lord’s 
Supper teach the same _ lesson—that 
Christ in His sacrifice is the life and 
sustenance of His people, 


Verse by Verse 

John 6:48.—“I am that bread of life.” 
Compare verse 35. The contrast is with 
material bread which cannot give life. 

Verse 49.—“Your fathers did eat manna 

. and.are dead.” What sustains the 
body does not preserve even the life 
of the bedy indefinitely; much less can 
it give life to the soul. That entire 
generation which received the manna 
died in the wilderness. 

Verse 50.—*. . the bread which 
cometh down from heaven, that a man 
may ... not die.” Compare verse 33. 
The manna was only a type of this 
Bread from Heaven which imparts end- 
less life. 

Verse 51—*. . . the living bread... 
that I will give is my flesh ... for the 
life of the world.” Notice the sacrifice 


involved in bringing this Jife-giving 
bread to men. It meant Calvary. Notice, 
too, that the provision is for more than 
the Jews—it is “for the life of the world.” 

Verse 52.—“‘How can this man give us 
his flesh to eat?” Not perceiving that 
Jesus was applying the figure of the 
physical to spiritual realities, the Jews 
were utterly confused, 

Verse 53.—“Except ye eat the flesh of 
the Son of man, atid drink his blood, ye 
have no life in you.” Instead of lessen- 
ing their confusion, Jesus added to it by 
introducing the thought of drinking His 
blood, which viewed physically, was both 
repugnant and illegal. See Leviticus 
17:10-1. It is just because “the life 

. is in the blood” that we who have 
no life need the blood of Jesus. 

Verse 54.—“Whoso eateth ... and 
drinketh . . . hath eternal life; and I 
will raise him up ...” Partakers of 
Christ are partakers of His life, which is 
eternal life. Notice the added promise 
of resurrection. Compare verse 40, 

Verse 55.—“For my flesh is meat in- 
deed, and my_ blood is drink indeed.” 
The margin of the A.S.V. reads “true 
meat” and “true drink,” which conveys 
the sense more vividly. The spiritual 
is the ultimate reality. 

Verse 56.—“. . . dwelleth in me, and I 
in him.” Eating and drinking of Christ 
means “abiding” life as well as eternal 
life. It seals a blessed, personal relation 
with Christ. 

Verse 57.—*. . , he. that eateth me, even 
he shall live by me.” In the mystery of 
the Godhead, the Father is the ground 
of the being of the Son. In the Incarna- 
tion this dependence took on new mean- 





68 (8) 


ing, and by it Christ became the source 
of life to all who believe. 

Verse 58.—“. . . not as your fathers did 
eat manna . . . he that eateth of this 
bread shall live for ever.” More insis- 
tence on the contrast between material 
bread, even when supplied from Heaven, 
and the “true bread.” 

Verse 59.—“. . . the synagogue . , . in 
Capernaum.” All this was the sequel to 
the feeding of the five thousand on the 
eastern bank of the sea of Galilee. A 
synagogue in Capernaum has been un- 
earthed, and is believed to be the one 
in which Jesus spoke these great words. 
_Verse 66.—“Many of his disciples went 
back ...” The teaching proved too 
much, not only for the unbelieving Jews, 
but for some who had assumed the role 
of disciple. 

Verse 67.—“Will ye also go away?” 
There is real sadness in the question. At 
the same time it was a test and a chal- 
lenge. 

Verse 68.—“Lord, to whom shall we 
go? thou hast the words of eternal life.” 
As usual, Peter is spokesman. Compare 
Matthew 16:16. There is tremendous 
logic in his statement, 

Verse 69.—“‘And we believe and are 
sure that thou art that Christ, the Son 
of the living God.” Another version of 
the great confession. Believing leads to 
knowledge. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


“Man shall not live by bread alone,” 
said Jesus to the Tempter, quoting from 
Moses (Deut. 8:3). This great prin- 
ciple He applied to Himself when 
tempted to use His divine powers for 
personal gratification. Now He applies 
the same principle to the Jews, whose 
stomachs He had filled the day before, 
and who liked the feeling and wanted 
it to continue indefinitely, as they rather 
broadly hinted when they said, “Our 
fathers did eat manna in the desert” 
(v. 31). 

Perishing meat simply sustains perish- 
ing life for a season. Imperishable meat 
bestows and sustains imperishable life, 
and this is what Jesus offered (v. 27). 
Several things He says about this im- 
perishable and life-giving food: 

1. It is the gift of God the Father (v. 

32) 
2. It is a person come down from 
Heaven (v. 33) 
. It is Himself (vs. 35, 48) 
. It is His flesh, given in sacrifice 
(v. 51) 
5. It is given in conjunction with His 
blood (vs. 53-56) 

6. It gives eternal life (v. 54) 

7. It assures resurrection in the last 
day (v. 54) 

8. It secures a life of communion with 
Christ (v. 56) 

Tabulating these things seems a cold 
way of dealing with such vast and grand 
truths. But meditate on each of these 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
5. January 31.—Doing the Works of 
God. (Temperance.) ...John 4:43 to 5:47 
Next Week’s Lesson 


7. February 14.—“‘Can This Be the 
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in turn, and while you muse, the fire 
will burn (Psa. 39:3). 

What perverse creatures we are, that 
the grandest truths should affect us so 
adversely! Two reactions of the Jews 
are noted, and two of the disciples. The 
Jews “murmured” (v. 41), and the Jews 
“strove among themselves” (v, 52). Many 
of His disciples said, “This is an hard 
saying” (v. 60), or rather, “a repulsive 
Saying.” Again, “many of his disciples 
went back, and walked no more with 
him” (v. 66). The Gospel Has a way of 
forcing people to show themselves for 
what they are. If men refuse it, their 
real enmity to God breaks out into the 
open. It also has a way of sifting those 
who profess to be followers of Christ. 
When its lofty standards, and its pro- 
found spirituality, and its heavy demands 
appear, those who are not wholly com- 
mitted to the Lord Jesus are offended, 
and begin drifting away. There is sad- 
ness in Jesus’ question to the Twelve, 
“Will ye also go away?” Happy are they 
who, with Peter, have so learned Christ 
that every new revelation .of Him only 
binds them closer to Him. Who would 
exchange “the words of eternal life” for 
the poor philosophies of men? 


Topics for Development ~ 


The Blood. In intruding the thought 
of drinking His blood (vs. 53-56), our 
Lord touched on a profound mystery. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT incident led to the teaching of 
this chapter? 
2. In what spirit did the Jews come to 
Jesus in Capernaum? 
3. What is meant by the doctrine of 
Transubstantiation? 


4. How is the teaching of this chapter ° 


related to the Lord’s Supper? 

5. To what event did Jesus refer when 
He spoke of giving His flesh “for the life 
of the world”? 

6. In what two ways did the Jews re- 
act to our Lord’s teaching about the 
Bread of Life? 

'7. How did our Lord’s teaching about 
His flesh and His blood affect His dis- 
ciples? 

8. What passage in the Old Testament 
gives the significance of the blood? 

9. Why were the Jews forbidden to 
partake of blood? 

10. How do we eat the flesh and drink 
the blood of the Lord Jesus? 


(Answers on page 75) 
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The idea of partaking of another’s blood 
was not new. The exchanging of blood 
as the seal of covenant relationship has 
been widely practiced since earliest 
times, as it is now among primitive peo- 
ples. Fifty times did Henry Stanley, 
the intrepid American who went in 
seareh of David Livingstone, exchange 
blood with African chiefs, so becoming 
a blood brother to them. Sometimes the 
exchange was made by mutual tasting 
of each other’s blood, sometimes by in- 
tertransfusion. In Israel the blood cove- 
nant was not unknown. Their whole 
system of sacrifice indicated their cove- 
nant relation with God. However, they 
were forbidden to partake of blood, even 
for covenantal purposes, the blood being 
reserved for the altar to make atone- 
ment. That is what made Christ’s saying 
so foreign and incomprehensible to the 
Jews. Our Lord, however, was speaking 
of His blood with reference to that for 
which it stood, and the Jews ought to 
have understood that from the teaching 
of Moses in Leviticus 17:10-12. The blood 
is the life, and when Christ spoke of 
giving His blood, He signified laying 
down His life so that He might share 
it with all who believe. Drinking His 
blood is just receiving His life which 
He yielded up for our sakes. So we 
become partakers of His life, which is 
eternal life. We become His blood 
brothers. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The mystery propounded (John 6:48- 
51) 

2. The mystery deepened (vs. 53-58) 

3. The mystery explained (v. 63) 

4. The mystery rejected (vs. 41, 42, 52, 
60, 66) 

5. The mystery received (vs. 67-69) 


Practical Applications 


The miracles of Jesus were “signs.” 
Let us seek to discover what they sig- 
nified. They all speak about Him. 

The preaching of the Cross is the 
strongest’ deterrent for “loaves and 
fishes” CHristians (v. 66). 

“Bread of heaven, feed me till I want 
no more.” 

Are you with Christ only when the 
crowds are following, or do you stand 
with Him when the crowds are melting 
away? (vs. 66-69.) 

Whoso hath felt the Spirit of the Highest 

Cannot confound nor doubt Him nor 
deny: 

Yea, with one voice, O world, though 

thou deniest, 
Stand thou on that side, for on this 


am I 
—Myers’s “Saint Paul.” 


Golden Text 

John 6:35.—“I am the bread of life: 
he that cometh to me shall never hun- 
ger; and he that believeth on me shall 
never thirst.”~ Here is our Lord’s own 
explanation of the .mystery propounded 
in this chapter. Coming to Him as the 
sacrifice for sin, we eat of His flesh and 
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hunger no more. Believing on Him as 
our great atonement, we drink of His 
blood and thirst no-more. It is a spir- 
itual act, an act of faith, and has spir- 
itual and eternal results, 
ELMuurstT, ILL, 
ve 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTteD HYMNS 


“More About Jesus” 
“Break Thou the Bread of Life” 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, we thank Thee 
for our, daily bread, but still more for 
Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life sent down 
from Heaven. Through our study to- 
day, help us to learn ever to feed upon 
Christ in‘ our hearts that we may be in- 
wardly strengthened by Him and ever 





In Being a Christian 
WILL NOT AVAIL 

ALMOST IS BUT TO FAIL 
continue his true and faithful disciples. 
Where persecution and oppression fall 
upon Thy people today hold every Chris- 
tian true to the Saviour. Guide and 
guard us, and give us Thine aid that we 
might help and never hinder others in 
finding Christ and walking in the Chris- 
tian way. Forgive our sin and failure, 
and where we have been defeated in 
the past, give us victory henceforth. Bless 
all true servants of Thine that by their 
message and their example they may 
win many to the Lord Jesus. Guide the 
rulers of men to do Thy will, hold back 
the powers of evil, and bring in Thy 
glorious Kingdom: for the sake and glory 
of our blessed Lord. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Our word peninsula 
comes from two Latin words, *paene, 
or “almost”; and insula, or “island.” So 
the word explains itself. A peninsula 
is almost an island, almost surrounded 
by water, but not entirely cut off from 
other land. Now a person can be almost 
a Christian, but not quite; and people 
like that appear in today’s lesson. When 
some teachings of Christ seemed too 
hard to receive, “many of his disciples 
went back, and walked no more with 
him,” we read. “Many of his disciples,” 
mind you, many who were counted 
among His disciples. For it is possible 
to be attached to the Christian group 
and not be truly, deeply, permanently 
attached to Jesus Christ. Judas was one 
of the Twelve. To all appearances he 
was a Christian, yet he was never wholly 
insulated from, wholly cut off from the 
world; almost, but not quite a Chris- 
tian. The Eleven were those who con- 
tinued with Christ through His trials 
(Luke 22:28), but Judas and others fell 
away when it became’ hard to remain 
true. Remember this: the mark of a 
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true Christian is persevering attachment 
to the Saviour. 

With which company are we found; 
those going back, or gone back from 
Christ, or those going on with Him, con- 
tinuing despite all the tests and trials of 
a real Christian life? Always remem- 
ber it is a far greater loss for us to lose 
Christ than for Him to lose us. ‘He can 
do without us. We cannot do without 
Him. He can find other followers, but 
to whom shall we go to find another 
Saviour? Perhaps He is asking someone 
here today, “Will ye also go away?” May 
it be in our hearts to say, “Lord, to 
whom shall we go? thou hast the words 
of eternal life.” 


Caucary, AtTA., CAN. 
Ww 


The.Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“I am that bread of life” (John 6:48). 
—When a child throws away a piece of 
bread, have him pick it up again and 
tell him the history of that piece of 
bread. Tell him all that was required 
that that piece of bread might exist. 
Tell him of the labors of the plowman 
and the sower. 

Tell him of the invisible bursting of 
the seed in the ground, the long sleep 


mrss 
aha ad 


Saints, Let's Take OFF The Wrapper! 
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under the snow, the awakening in the 
spring when the green life puts in its 
appearance, 

Describe the hope of the farmer, then 
his anguish when the hailstorm appears 
on the horizon. Do not forget the har- 
vester, the miller, the baker, and the 
hot oven. It will undoubtedly increase 
the child’s appreciation of bread and 
make him less willing to throw bread 
away. 

When you hear someone speak dis- 
paragingly of the Lord Jesus, the Bread 
of Life, tell him if possible, in tender- 
est tones, of all that was necessary be- 
fore He could be presented to us as the 
giver and sustainer of eternal life. 

Tell him of the glory He had with the 
Father before the world was; tell him 
of His condescension, His lowly birth, 
His words, His works, His agony, His 
bruising, His death, burial, and resur- 
rection, 

Here is an acrostic which may help 
to make Him appealing, to needy ones: 


, B roken Bread (1 Cor. 11:24) 
R isen Bread (1 Cor. 15:20) 
E nduring Bread (John 6:27) 


A ppreved Bread (Acts 2:22) 
D electable Bread (1 Pet. 2:7) 


“Your fathers did eat manna in the 
wilderness” (John 6:49).—The manna 
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foreshadowed the coming of the Lord 
Jesus. (Read Exod, 16.) The manna 
came from Heaven, so did He (John 6: 
38). The manna was small,’so was He 
in the estimation of Israel (Isa. 53:3). 
The manna was white, so was He (2 Cor. 
5:21). The manna was given freely, so 
was He (Rom. 8:32). The manna was 
satisfying, so was and is He (Psa. 107:9). 
There is one striking contrast between 
those who ate the manna, and those who 
eat living bread. The Lord Jesus said: 
“Your fathers did eat manna in the wil- 
derness, and are dead. This is the bread 


which cometh down from heaven, that . 


aman may eat thereof, and not die” 
(John 6:49, 50). 

Such an eater may fall “asleep in 
Christ,” but shal] never die spiritually. 
When one said to a departing Christian, 
“You are dying,” he said, “This is not 
death, this is victory!” Another in the 
same condition said, “Six feet of earth 
for my body and the infinite Heaven 
for my soul is what I shall soon have!” 


“Except ye eat... and drink... ye 
have no life in you” (John 6:53).— 
There are those who teach that by these 
words the Lord meant that if one did 
not partake of the Lord’s Supper, he had 
no spiritual life. But it must be remem- 
bered that the Lord’s Supper had not 
been instituted at that time. Further- 
more, it must be remembered that in- 
stead of imparting life, the eating and 
drinking of the elements at the Lord’s 
Supper can draw down divine judgment 
on one (1 Cor. 11:29). 

Eating and drinking are a figure of 
appropriation. The Lord Jesus gave His 
body and blood in sacrifice on the cross. 
One must personally appropriate that 
sacrifice by faith to receive eternal life. 
Then the Lord’s Supper can be Scrip- 
turally observed in remembrance of the 
Saviour’s death and resurrection. 

Dr. James McGinlay relates his per- 
sonal experience in picking up a hitch- 
hiker.. He learned that the man was a 
lawyer. He asked him, “Have you ever 
received the Lord Jesus into your heart?” 
The lawyer said he was a member of a 
certain church. Again, Dr. McGinlay 
asked him the same question. The lawyer 
said he not only attended services, but 
also took his wife and children to them. 
Again the same quéstion was asked. In 
fact, the same question was put to the 
lawyer six times, and six times the law- 
yer gave evasive answers, 

Finally, Dr. McGinlay said, “If back 
there when you were standing beside the 
road I had said that you were the finest 
hitchhiker I had ever seen, and then 
had said ‘Good day’ and had driven on, 
I wonder how you would have liked it. 
If I had said, “You look like a bum... 
but get in,’ which of the two would yot 
rather have had me do?” The lawyer 


admitted he would rather have him do 
the latter. 

For the forty-eight miles Dr. McGinlay 
said no more to the lawyer. When near 
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the place where he was to get out, the 
lawyer put his hand on Dr. McGinlay’s 
arm and confessed that for years he had 
said nice things about the Lord, but had 
never received Him. Then he said that 
during those forty-eight miles of riding, 
he had received Him as his Saviour and 
Lord. Tears were running down his 
cheeks as he said it, and tears were on 
the preacher’s cheeks also. Before they 
separated they took off their hats and 
thanked the Lord for this new life in 
Christ which the lawyer had found. 


“From that time many of his disciples 
went back .. .” (John 6:66).—It is sin- 
gular, but that is the walking away point 
today also. Many will allow you to 
speak to them and bring them up to the 
place where the absolute necessity of 
the personal exercise of faith in the Sav- 
iour is pressed—then they will walk 
away. 

Oh, that they would halt and ask, “To 
whom shall we go?” No one but the 
Lord has the words of eternal life. No 
one else gave himself for our sins. No 
one else has the power to forgive sins. 
No one else can save and keep and sat- 
isfy. 

The angels cry, “Holy, holy, holy.” The 
apostles add their testimony, “Every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord.” And humble believers, sur- 
rounded on every hand by sin’s tragic 
devastations, ask: “To whom shall we 
go? Thou [alone] hast the words of 
eternal life.” He is unique! There is 
none other. 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, our Lord used the sim- 

plest of terms to describe Himself. 
Evidently He wanted to be known, un- 
derstood, and loved by all people, in- 
cluding the uneducated and the sim- 
ple-minded. This is’ shown by the 
one-syllable common nouns He used in 
describing Himself. He knew that the 
miraculous virgin birth by which He 
came into the world and the many super- 
natural events produced by His presence 
and life would surround Him with an 
aura of mystery which Satan and His 
enemies would use to make Him seem 
unreal and untrustworthy. So He em- 
ployed simple words, calling Himself 
bread, the way, truth, life, door, vine, 
light, Son of man, shepherd, Messiah. 
These words are like photographs taken 
at different angles. There’s the front 
view, the side view, the three-quarter 
view, and so forth, as they say in photog- 
raphy. . ’ 

I like to think of the Bible as an 
album, showing word pictures of Jesus. 
They begin in Genesis (3:15), the first 
Book of the Bible, and all through the 
Old Testament there are “previews” of 
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the Christ who would come in the full- 


ness of time. Then come the Gospels, 
where He appears in person, having 
arrived, according to prophecy; followed 
by the Acts, the Epistles, and the Reve- 
lation, which foretells His second com- 
ing. In the old family albums showing 
the likenesses of our relatives of former 
generations the pictures fade, and there 
is the suggestion of death; but the Bible 
is the living Word and contains moving 
pictures, with the unmistakable evidences 
of life. That is why it gives us new life 
and hope when we read God’s Word. 
That is why we see in it a real, a living 
and victorious Christ. 

Now today’s lesson begins with our 
Lord’s own statement, saying, “I am that 
bread of life.” Just think of bread a 
moment. What is it? What is it for? 
What does it do? 

Bread satisfies hunger; it is enjoyable; 
it gives life and nourishment to our 
bodies; it makes us strong. Everybody, 
every race, even the natives of the jun- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade. C, Smith 


CHRIST, THE £/VING GREAD 
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gle know what bread does. It is the 
most universally used item of food all 
over the world, Evidently Jesus wanted 
the whole world to know and love Him 
when He called Himself “bread.” You 
will hear of skeptics who say, “I can- 
not understand the mystery of the Vir- 
gin Birth, the Miracles, the Resurrection, 
the Atonement, and I will not accept 
what I cannot understand; therefore I 
reject your Gospel] story.” These unbe- 
lievers are inconsistent. Suppose they 
should treat bread that way, and Say, 
“I cannot understand the mystery of 
wheat {no scientist has ever solved it] 
how it germinates in the ground, swells 
and bursts into an upward shoot that 
rises into the sunshine and reproducés 
itself a hundredfold; therefore, because 
I do not understand it, I refuse the 
bread.” That would be very foolish, 
wouldn’t it? No, the skeptic accepts the 
bread without question, eats it, and en- 
joys it. It satisfies his hunger, and he 
feels the strength of it. He does not 
trouble about the mystery. It is the 
eating of it that brings the desired re- 
sults—satisfaction and vigorous physical 
life. 

Jesus says, “I am the living bread which 
came down from heaven: if any man 
eat of this bread he shall live for ever. 
. - . For my flesh is meat indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed.” 

And how do you eat it? By reading 
His Word—daily. Simply owning a Bible 
is not “eating.” You might hold a loaf 
of bread by the side of your face and 
starve to death. Just as you must take 
food daily—two or three times a day— 
in order to sustain physical life, you 
must continually take the nourishment 
of the Word—the Bread of Life. Eating 
a big Sunday ‘dinner won’t sustain your 
body through the week. Neither will 
going to church on Sunday morning be 
sufficient to keep you in spiritual health. 
You must have your spiritual meat 
every day. 

Jesus the Great Physician knows what 
it takes to make a wholesome, well- 
rounded, happy Christian life, 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


LL of you please say the key verse 

of John as I put it on the chart. 
(John 20:31.) (The first two paragraphs 
are for the benefit of those using Mrs. 
Ranney’s chart for “The Gospel of 
John.”) Now let us put on the names 
of three witnesses we found in the first 
chapter of John. (John the Baptist, 
Andrew, Nathanael.) For the fourth 
witness on this chart we will put up 
“Christ.” You remember that when the 


Samaritan woman said to, Him, “We 
know that Messias cometh,” He answered 
her, “I that speak unto thee am he.” 

So far in John we have had three signs 
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or miracles. Karen, see if you can put 
them up in the right order. (Water to 
Wine, Healing Nobleman’s Son, Healing 
Impotent Man.) Good. Today we shall 
find another witness and two more signs. 

Have you girls noticed that some peo- 
ple really enjoy their Christian life, 
while others seem only to endure it? 
The sixth chapter of John gives the se- 
cret of enjoying the Christian life. Let’s 
read the first fourteen verses. Jesus 
feeding the five thousand was a great 
miracle, another proof or sign that He 
was God as well as man. No one but 
God could multiply the loaves and fishes 
as He did. The men who saw this mir- 
acle were convinced that Jesus was the 
Prophet whose coming had been foretold 
by Moses. They were convinced in their 
minds but their hearts were not changed. 

There is someone in this story whose 
heart had been touched and he must 
have had joy that day—the lad who 
gave up his bread and fish. Evidently the 
whole multitude was hungry, so this 
boy surely must have been. He gave up 
his lunch not knowing whether or not 
he would get any back. But he got 
back all he could eat, and he saw that 
little bit of food, in Christ’s mighty 
hands, feed all that multitude! Don’t 
you think the lad had a thrill that day? 
Part of the secret of enjoying the Chris- 
tian life is giving all we have to Christ, 
without any reservations. 

There isn’t time this morning to read 
all of the sixth chapter of John, as I 
would like, so I will tell you briefly 
what folloWed this miracle. The peo- 
ple decided to make Christ King. They 
thought that if they had a king who 
could perform miracles and give them 
all the food they needed, it ‘would be 
wonderful. But Christ had come to 
earth to save men’s souls rather than 
to feed their bodies, so after the whole 
multitude was fed, He sent them home 
and then went up “the mountainside to 
pray. He told His disciples to get into 
the boat and go back across the Sea of 
Galilee. That 3 Jesus came toward 
the boat walking on the water. At 
first the disciples were terrified, when 
they saw Him coming, but when they 
knew it was Jesus, they joyfully re- 
ceived Him into the boat. And immedi- 
ately the boat was at their destination, 
Capernaum, 

The next day some of the multitude 
whom Jesus had fed came to Capernaum 
seeking for Him. Read what Jesus said 
to them in verses 26, 27. See how He 
knew the hearts of men! This again 
shows that He was God, for only God 
is able to look on the heart. 

Read verses 28, 29. This is most im- 
portant. There are people who hope to 
get to Heaven because they think they 
have done something for God. Perhaps 
they have given money to help build a 
church, or they may have contributed 
to some other good cause. But God can- 
not accept any work from man until he 
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has first believed on Him whom He hath 
sent. 

Now read verse 30. See the impu- 
dence of these people. They had just 
seen a wonderful sign, five small loaves 
and two small fishes multiplied to feed 
thousands of people. They had actually 
eaten that miracle food, and yet they 
dared to ask for a sign as if Jesus had 
not given any! They went on to say 
that Moses had given them bread from 
Heaven to eat. So the Lord Jesus Christ 
preached to them about the Bread of 
Life. He explained that the manna was 
a type of Himself. He was the true 
Bread from Heaven. Read the Golden 
Text, in verse 35. Here is a glimpse 
of the satisfaction that only Christ can 
give. Now let us read what Jesus said 
between verses 48-59. Here He ex- 
plained His work to the people. He 
came from Heaven to give Himself for 
us. The symbol used here of eating His 
flesh and drinking His blood is the 
strongest one He could use to make clear 
that we must make Him our own in 
order to be saved. 

A missionary tells of a Chinese who 
did not understand this. He said, “Sure, 
I believe.” The missionary said, “But 
you must repent.” “Yes,” said the Chi- 
nese, “I must repent, you must repent, 
we all must repent.” That man did not 
have a new life. He was simply trying 
to be agreeable. In order to be saved, 
a person must feel his need of a Sav- 
iour. He must believe that Jesus is the 
only Saviour, and He must make that 
Saviour his own. It takes a definite 
transaction between a sinner and the 
Saviour, to give the sinner eternal life. 
Has such a transaction taken place in 
your life? Have you ever said to the 
Saviour, “Lord Jesus, I am a sinner. I 
need Thee to save me. I believe that 
Thou didst die for my sins. Please 
come into my heart now.” 

If you have been saved, how much 
Satisfaction are you getting out of your 
Christian life? That is determined by 
two things: (1) how much you daily 
yield yourself and your possessions to 
Christ, (2) how much you feed on the 
Bread of Life. 

Now read verses 66-69. What a clear 
testimony Peter gave, “Thou hast the 
words of eternal life”! If Peter had not 
listened to the words of the Lord Jesus 
he could not have said that. See the 
next verse. “We believe and are sure 
that thou art that Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” What gave Peter this 
absolute confidence? True, God had ee- 
vealed to him that Jesus was the Christ, 
His Son. But Peter had been company- 
ing with Jesus for many months, and 
this gave him that joyful confidence. 
The more we fellowship with Christ in 
Bible reading and prayer, the more we 
shall gladly yield to Him, and the more 


_we shall enjoy the Christian life, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Bread That Is Free.—I am the bread 
of life: he that cometh to me shall never 
hunger (John 6:35, Golden Text). In 
Mexico bread vendors carry their sup- 
plies in large baskets on their heads. 
This man, as he left his shop one day, 
tucked his Bible under the white cloth 
which covered the bottom of his basket. 
As he passed along the street shouting, 
“Bread, bread,” a door was opened and 
a woman beckoned him to cross. the 
street. “What kind of bread have you?” 
she asked. “I have bread that costs 
money and bread that is free,” was his 
reply. “What! You have bread that 
you give away?” she exclaimed. “Show 
me.” Laying his basket on the side- 
walk, the baker drew out the Bible and, 
opening at John 6:35, passed it to her. 
“I am the bread of life: he. that cometh 
to me shall never hunger,” she read. 
Beginning at this passage, he preached 
Christ, and won her and several mem- 
bers of her family.—From Ernest Gor- 
don, in The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Bread From Home.—I am that bread 
of life (John 6:48). A soldier was given 
up to die, and his old father hastened 
from a long distance to his bedside in 
a hospital. He lay semiconscious, and 
nothing that the father or attendants 
could say would rouse him until the old 
man said, “Here is a loaf of your mother’s 
bread which I have brought you from 
home.” “Bread from home?” said the 
dying man. “Give me some,” and from 
that hour he began to mend. Bread 
from Heaven is what the dying sinner 
needs. The moment you receive Jesus 
Christ as your Saviour you do not only 
begin to mend, but you begin to live. 
—From Gospel Herald. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


A Prayer for Food Answered.—Your 
fathers did eat manna in the wilderness 
(John 6:49). In February, 1931, our 
district was reduced to a state of famine, 
and there was yet another month to 
wheat harvest. We had helped many, 
but one day when the Christians came 
for help we had to tell-them we had 
nothing left. I told them that God was 
a prayer-hearing and prayer-answering 
God. They proposed to come and join 
in prayer each afternoon. On the fourth 
day of intercession I was called out 
of the meeting to see what was happen- 
ing. Away in the north was a dark 
cloud appearing, and as we watched, it 
crossed our district and rained heavily. 
It was not an ordinary rain, but a deluge 
of little black seeds in such abundance 
they could be shoveled up. They asked, 
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“What is it?” reminding us of the Chil- 
dren of Israel in the wilderness who asked 
a similar question. The seeds proved 
edible, and the supply so great it sus- 
tained the people until harvest. We 
learned later that the storm had arisen 
in Mongolia and wrecked the places 
where this grain was stored. The seed 
was carried fifteen hundred“ miles to 
drop on the district where prayer was 
being answered.—From the Evangelical 
Christian. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Not It, But Him!—I am the living 
bread which came down from heaven: 
if any man eat of this bread, he shall live 
for ever (John 6:51). A lady was lying 
dangerously ill. A clergyman had been 
sent for, and he gave her the sacrament, 
but it failed to give her peace. After 
the minister had left, the sufferer 
turned to the occupant of the bed nearest 
her own, and said sadly, “I thought it 
would have done me more good.” The 
other, an earnest Christian lady, quickly 
replied, “Ah, you don’t want it; you 
want Him!’—From the King’s Business. 
Sent by W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Landing the Passengers——Whoso eat- 
eth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, 
hath eternal life; and I will raise him 
up at the last day (John 6:54). The 
captain of a Cunarder on the North At- 
lantic told the writer that the instruc- 
tions of his company to their command- 
ers were: “Land your passengers. You 
may do it in six days if you like, or 
seven, or take eight if necessary, but 
land your passengers.” Good instruc- 
tions these, and comforting to the pas- 
sengers. It was such instructions that 
the Captain of our salvation received 
from the heavenly throne, when He 
came to earth to save men, and on which 
He acts. He says: “I came down from 
heaven, not to do mine own will, but 
the will of him that sent me. And this 
is the Father’s will which hath sent me, 
that of all which he hath given me I 
should lose nothing, t should raise it 
up again at the last d&y.” Christ lands 
His passengers—From Dr. James M. 
Gray, in Christian Workers Magazine. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


How To Prevent Backsliding.—From 
that time many of his disciples went 
back, and walked no more with him 
(John 6:66). A Christian lady, whose 
life tells for the Lord, said to me: 
“After I was saved, I was so afraid I 
might backslide, and I went to see an 
old lady whom our whole village knew 
was a real Christian. I told her about 
my fears of going back, and of my long- 
ings to be a true Christian. She gave 
me a motto to hang on my bedroom 
wall, and it has stayed with me through 
the years. The words are: “Still on Thy 
holy Word, help me to feed and grow. 
Still to go on, to know the Lord, and 
practice what I know.”—Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, Toronto, Can, 
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Climbing Painted Sticks.—Lord, to 


whom shall we go? thou hast the words . 


of eternal life (John 6:68). Titus Salt, 
working in a woolen factory, was poor. 
He worked hard, and invented “alpaca,” 
and eventually became a multimillion- 
aire. With progressive social ideas and 
methods, he was made a baron by Queen 
Victoria. But all this did not bring him 
Satisfaction. One Sunday he heard a 
preacher tell how, sitting in his garden, 
he had watched a caterpillar climb a 
painted stick that was for decoration. 
After reaching the top, the caterpillar 
reared itself, feeling this way and that 
for a juicy twig to feed on, or some way 
to further progress. Finding nothing, it 
slowly returned to the ground, crawled 
along fill it reached another painted 
stick, and did the same thing all over 
again. This happened several times. 
The preacher said: “There are many 
painted sticks in the world—those of 
pleasure, wealth, power, fame. All these 
call] to men and say, ‘Climb me_to find 
the desire of your heart, fulfill the pur- 
pose of your existence, taste the fruits 
of success, and find satisfaction.’ But 
they are only painted sticks.” The very 
next day the preacher had a visitor, in 
the person of the wealthy baron, who 
said: “I was in your congregation last 
night and heard what you said about the 
painted sticks. I want to tell you that 
I have been climbing them, and today 
I am a weary man. Tell me, Is there 
rest for someone like me?” The preacher 
had the great joy of pointing that sin- 
burdened soul to the One who said, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest."—From the Evangel. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. Prize illus- 
tration. , 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Boy Helps Jesus (John 6:3-11) 


HIS lesson is more difficult to illus- 

trate by flannelgraph unless you have 
materials especially for it. Make a map 
the center of review, Biblical geography, 
and the new lesson. Use a good-sized 
piece of paper. The more the pupils 
do themselves, the more interest and 
learning will take place. A wall map 
or maps in Bibles should be available. 
Begin by drawing the slanting line for 
the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. Then 
put in the Sea of Galilee, the Jordan 
River, and the Dead Sea. Next add the 
lines between Galilee, Samaria, and 
Judea. 


Who knows where John the Baptist 
baptized people? The exact site of John 
1:28 is unknown.~ Across the Jordan 
River write the names of John the Bap- 
tist, John, Andrew, and Peter, as the 
story of the first five followers is re- 
viewed. John 1:43 tells where to put 











bre 
pre 


for 
or 

wil 
(Ri 
chi 
tok 
goi 


lun 
(vs 
27-: 
35-! 


















Lesson for February 7 


Philip’s and Nathanael’s names. John 
2:1 gives the place of the wedding. A 
house (a square plus a dome) may repre- 
sent a city. Add the name of Cana and 
the word “wedding,” as story is recalled. 
The Lord traveled to Jerusalem. Locate 
that city by a large building (Temple). 
What teacher came to the Lord there? 
Put Nicodemus’s name on the map. If 
mention is made of cleansing the Temple, 
add that incident to’the map, too. But 
the Lord is traveling again! Follow Him 
in John 4:3-5. A curb for the well may 
mark Sychar. Now back to (John 
4:46). This verse tells us something 
else to add to the map: Capernaum, and 
the sick boy. John 5 takes the Lord for 
another -trip to Jerusalem, where the 
cripple was healed. 

Chapter 6:1 is back in Galilee, at Ca- 
pernaum. How do you suppose He trav- 
eled that time? (Matt. 14:13. Luke 
9:10 tells where to. (Bethsaida Julias 
on the northeast coast of the Sea of 
Galilee.) Locate, and draw a tiny boat 
on the lake. How do you think the 
crowd in John 6:2 followed Him? (Matt. 
14:13.) Make dots around the lake to 
indicate the route of the-crowd. What 
shall we write happened near Bethsaida? 
Five thousand people fed—from a boy’s 
lunch! (Tell the story.) 

When you read all this chapter, you 
will learn a surprising thing that hap- 
pened, that night, but right now we will 
travel quickly back to Capernaum, where 
the excited crowds, who had been fed 
so easily, again found the Lord Jesus. 
They wanted more bread, but the Lord 
told them not to be thinking and work- 
ing so much for food that is eaten and 
gone, but to think and work for food 
that lasts forever. He surprised them 
by telling them He was bread! (Quote 
the Golden Text, John 6:35.) Remem- 
ber Nicodemus and being born in spirit? 
Bread for body life on earth, the Lord 
Jesus for spirit life now and in Heaven. 
Your heart feeds on Him when you think 
about Him, read about Him, pray to“Him. 

Use a loaf of bread for the symbol 
of the Golden Text, and the Memory 
Verse: “Give us this day our daily 
bread” (Matt. 6:11). Perhaps you don’t 
pray for your daily food—it just comes! 
Well, don’t forget to say “Thank You” 
for it! Can you share food, or money; 
or outgrown clothes with others? What 
will your valentine be for the Lord? 
(Relate to relief activity in your 
church.) I wonder what the little boy 
told his mother that night. Are you 
going to tell your mother*this story? 

Topics for reading in John 6: A boy’s 
lunch (vs, 1-15); Getting back again 
(vs. 16-26); Bread to live forever (vs. 
27-34); Who is the Bread of Life? (vs. 
35-51); How dds one eat that Bread? 
(vs. 52-59); Hard to understand (vs. 
60-71). 


Orono, MAINE. 
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This amazing series of 23 titles covers the important parts of 
God’s word and yields up the pure gold of its teaching equally 
for simple converts or scholarly minds, Searching questions 
are answered with Bible references to be looked up and 
written down. Try this simple direct method and discover 
the blessing possible from even a few minutes a day. 
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Written for every earnest seeker of 
God’s truth, CLARKE’S COMMEN. 
TARY is a storehouse of sound * 
Bible knowledge and deep spiritual ~ 
insights—revealing unexpected 
depths of meaning in almost every 
Bible passage. Thoroughly estab- 
lished and tested by time and use, it 
‘is the monumental lifework of a 
great scholar. and preacher who 
knew the Scriptures as few men 
have known them—and interpreted 
them with matchless, timeless clarity. 


‘ON THE 
by ADAM CLARKE 


For preachers, teachers, students, 
and laymen, CLARKE’S COMMEN. 
TARY is a faithful guide to Scrip- 
tural riches—a lifetime work for 
lifetime use. 


$24.50 the set @ $4.50 per volume 
at your bookstore 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


O MAKE a Bible story really live 

for your children, put yourself in 
the place of the people about whom 
you study in God’s Word. How would 
you have felt? What would you have 
done if you had been the hero of the 
story? The people who lived in Bible 
times, you know, were much the same 
as you. You can add color to your les- 
son by telling it in the first person. 
Today’s beloved story can well be told 
that way: 

Are you good at making believe? Of 
course you are! Then let’s pretend that 
the boy in our lesson who lived long, 
long ago, when the Lord Jesus was on 
earth, has come to visit us today and is 
standing right here this very minute. 
Listen now to what he has to say! 

“The Lord Jesus had been in our town. 
I had watched Him. I had heard Him 
speak. Then I heard that He was going 
to cross the Sea of Galilee in a boat 
with His disciples. So some of my boy 
friends and I decided that we could 
run around the end of the sea and get 
over to where the Lord Jesus was going. 
Of course, I wouldn’t think of going 
away like that without first telling my 
mother. So I ran into the house and 
called, ‘Mother! The Lord Jesus is al- 
ready in His boat and is crossing the 
Sea of Galilee. The other boys have 
started around the sea. Please, Mother, 
may I go, too?’ She said I could, but 
she made me wait until she packed a 
lunch for me. But she did it real fast, 
believe me! 

“I ran out of the house, but already 
the rest of the boys were away down the 
road. My legs were long and I rughed 
down the road and finally caught up 
with them. We hurried on and on, al- 
ways watching out over the sea. Some- 
times we ran as fast as the Lord Jesus’ 
boat that was blown by the wind, 

“Finally we were on the other side. 
And would you believe it? When we 
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got there, there were hundreds and hun- 
dreds of people already there, and hun- 
dreds and hundreds more coming down 
the.road. People, people, people! Never 
had I seen so many. Then, all of a 
sudden, the Lord Jesus and His disciples 
stepped out of their boat. And, do you 
know what? When I looked at the Lord 
Jesus, He had the nicest, the kindest, 
the best face I had ever seen. Oh, how 
I loved to hear Him speak! And how 
exciting it was to watch Him heal sick 
people! (Matt. 14:14.) 

“Before we could realize it, the sun 
was beginning to set. And we were hun- 
gry. Then Philip, one of Jesus’ disciples, 
heard Him say, ‘Where shall we buy 
bread for these people to eat?’ (But 
the Lord Jesus was really only testing 
Philip, for He knew what He was going 
to do!) Philip replied, ‘Even if we had 
two hundred pennyworth (that’s about 
fifty dollars in our money), it wouldn't 
be enough money to buy as much bread 
as this many people would need.’ 

“Then another disciple, Andrew, step- 
ped to the Lord Jesus. You could tell 
he had good news. His face looked all 
excited. ‘There is a little boy here who 
has five barley loaves and a couple of 
fish,” he said. Then suddenly his face 
changed and he looked sad enough to 
cry. ‘But what are they among so 
many?’ he asked. 

“Immediately the Lord Jesus com- 
manded, ‘Bring them . . . to me’ (Matt. 
14:18). ‘Make the people sit down,’ 
He added. Such a crowd of people— 
50 here, 100 there, 50, 50, 100, 100, 100. 
Do you know there were 5,000 men there, 
besides the women and children? (Matt. 
14:21.) I was hungry. This was my 
lunch. It was just enough for me. It 
was what my mothér gave me whenever 
I went on a picnic. And now the Lord 
Jesus wanted it. It was mine. 

“But somehow, when I looked up into 
His wonderful face, I just knew that He 
was the Son of God. I believed He loved 
me. “I knew that He, the Saviour of 
the world, was my Saviour. Oh, how I 
loved Him! And do you know what? I 
was thrilled to be able to give my lunch 
to Him. It was all I had, but I was glad 
to have something to give Him. 

“The Lord Jesus took my little lunch, 
and after He had thanked the Father in 
Heaven for it, He started to break it and 
give it to the disciples. He made sure 
that everyone everywhere had something 
to eat. Those away up on the hillside. 
Those way down by the seashore. We 
all ate, till we were filled. The Lord 
Jesus had doe a miracle! And I had 
a part in it because I gave Him every- 
thing I had!” 

LANCASTER, PA, 

we 


“ 
Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Lesson for February 7 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 68) 
1. The feeding of the five thousand 
(John 6: 1-13). 
2. With a desire to have the miraculous 
feeding continued indefinitely (vs. 26, 
27, 31). 


3. A Roman Catholic dogma which 
holds that the substance of the bread 
and the wine in the Communion is 
changed into the substance of the body 
and blood of Christ. 


4. Both this chapter and the Lord’s 
Supper teach that Christ, given for us 
in the sacrifice of the cross, is the life 
‘and substance of His people. 


5. The cross. 


6. They “murmured” (v. 41), and they 
“strove among themselves” (v. 52). 


7. Many called it repulsive (v. 60), 
many left Him (v. 66), while a few stood 
with Him (vs. 68, 69). 


8. Leviticus 17: 10-12. 
9. It was reserved for the altar, to 
make atonement. 
*, 10. By coming to Him‘ and believing on 
Him (v. 35). 
ELmMuurst, ILL. 
¢ % 


A Concerted Effort 
To Increase Bible Distribution 


N UNPRECEDENTED program of 
worldwide scope to reawaken in- 
terest in Bible reading and to supply 
Scriptures to people who want them will 
be launched in 1954, it was announced 
recently by the American Bible Society. 
The project will be conducted simul- 
taneously during the entire year of 1954 
by twenty-four national Bible societies, 
all members of the United Bible Soci- 
eties. People of at least sixty nations 
will participate. 

The program will commemorate the 
150th anniversary of the founding of the 
first national group, the British and For- 
eign Bible Society, and the 500th anni- 
versary of the completion of the Guten- 
berg Bible, the first printed edition. 
Some United States church groups ob- 
served the Gutenberg anniversary in 
1952, but the more commonly accepted 
date is 1954. 

Among the program’s goals will be to 
increase the distribution of the 24 soci- 
eties from 20,000,000 volumes of Scrip- 
tures annually, the present total, to 
25,000,000 in 1954, and to 50,000,000 by 
1960. 

Simultaneously, the American society 
announced that, as its part of the pro- 
gram, it had adopted the greatest bud- 
get in its 138-year history. It will ex- 
ceed $4,000,000 for the first time. A 
regular budget of $3,487,000 has been 
approved in addition to a special budget 
of $570,250, for a total of $4,057,250. 
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PEACE WITH GOD 


By Billy Graham 


This book answers the ques- 
tions uppermost in the minds 
of believers and unbelievers. Ask 
your unsaved friends to reod 
this book. $2.50. 


GEORGE W. TRUETT 
By Powhaten .W. James 


This is the life story of one 
of the most effective and best 
beloved preachers of modern 
times. Out of the rugged North 
Caroline mountains, he took 
deep root in the fertile soil of 
Texes where for fifty sy he 
wrought and on until his in- 
fluence for CHRIST girdled the 
globe. $3.00. 


BIBLE CLASSES,.CLUBS 
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witness for GOD, CHRIST AND THE BIBLE. 
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THE ATOM SPEAKS 
By D. Lee Chesnut 

Here is shown how the 
ATOM BOMB threat looks from 
the point of view of SCIENCE 
AND THE sz Profusely il- 
lustrated. Kelicnd in 
CHRISTIAN 1} t soys: “Teach- 
ers, pastors, students, and 
leymen clike owe it to them- 
selves and their Christian wit- 
ness to delve into this timely 
volume.” $2.50. 


THE SILVER CHALICE 
By Thomes B. Costoin 
Here is Christian fiction otf 


in his spiritual needs is to ask 
him to read this book. He will 
thank you. $3.85. 
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- Pilgrim 
BIBLE “ciox" 


You asked for a thinner, deluxe 
Pilgrim Bible, compact and easy 
to handle — bound in color so 
that Christians of all ages would 
be attracted to this annotated 
Bible and share in its clear mean- 
ing. For you, Oxford has de- 
signed a new Pilgrim Bible. 

29x Morocco, hand-grained, leather 
lined, slightly overlapping covers, gold 
edges. Size 5” x 7%”. India Paper 
Edition, only 1%” thick. Red or 
Blue $18.00. Black, red under gold 
edges $17.50. 








REFERENCE 
BIBLE timc 


You asked for a Scofield Refer- 
ence Bible small enough to fit 
a man’s pocket or a woman’s 
purse — a Scofield Bible made 
especially for those who carry 
the Bible with them. For you, 
Oxford has designed three new 
Scofield Bibles, each one meas- 
uring only 3-5/8” x 5-7/16". 
India Paper Edition, 7/8” thick. 
12x Moroccoette, limp, gold edges. 
Black or Blue $8.50. 


13x French Morocco, overlapping cov- 
ers, red under gold edges. $10.50. 


17x Morocco, leather lined, slightly 
overlapping covers, gold edges. Blac 
$13.00. Blue or Red $13.50. 


At your bookstore 
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meeting in the Bible House, 450 Park 
Ave., New York, voted approval of both 
the program and the budget. 

The British and Foreign Bible Society 
was established in 1804 after an ambi- 
tious attempt to distribute Bibles in 
Wales found ‘an edition of 10,000 ex- 
hausted in four months and large dis- 
tricts unsupplied. The British sent rep- 
resentatives to other countries with a 
request that they, in turn, organize Bible 
societies. 

The first Bible society in the United 
States was located in Philadelphia and 
founded in 1808. More than 100 such 
local groups were functioning within six 
years, and the American Bible Society 
was chartered in 1816. 

In the past 150 years, the various soci- 
eties have distributed over 1,200,000,000 
Scriptures in about 900 languages and 
dialects. In the 350 years which elapsed 
between the first printing of the Bible 
and the founding of the first Bible soci- 
ety, some portion of the Bible had been 
translated into 73 languages or dialects. 
Since 1804, a total of 991 new languages 
or dialects were added, at a rate of seven 
new languages or dialects each year, 
until the total is now 1,064, 

Of the 25,000,000 volumes of Scriptures 
which the 24 societies plan to distribute 
during 1954, the American society hopes 
to distribute 13,000,000. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 7 


2, “So Send I You” 
(Luke 10:1-9; Isa. 6:1-8) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. f 
AST Sunday, at the beginning of 
Christian Endeavor Week, our topic 
emphasized the relationship of the young 
people’s society to the church. This 
week, at the close of Christian Fndeavor 
Week and on the day that is observed 
as Christian Endeavor Day, we are to 
think particularly of the individual re- 
sponsibility of Christian young people, 
in fact, of all Christians, to the great 
mission of the Church—winning others 
for Christ. ® 
bd 

The two Scripture portions chosen for 
this week are so often linked specifically 
with foreign .missionary endeavor that 
we need to guard against’ any attitude 
on our part to dismiss them as not ap- 
plicable to ourselves on the ground that 
we may not feel called to be mission- 
aries. The Lord Jesus viewed as the 
harvest field the whole wide world— 
Jerusalem, all Judea, Samaria, and the 
uttermost part of the earth (Acts 1:8). 
He looked upon all believers as His wit- 
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nesses. There is not the slightest Scrip- 
tural reason why any true follower of 
the Lord Jesus Christ should consider 
himself or herself as outside the respon- 
sibility set forth in this week’s topic and 
in the Scripture portions related to it. 
The particular place to which God may 
be sending you or me at the moment 
may be to an office, or shop, or class- 
room, or neighborhood, to a home mis- 
sion field, or to a far-away mission 
station. Wherever it may be, our respon- 
sibility is the same—to be obedient, to 
be a witness for Him as to what He has 
done for us, and to proclaim the Gospel 
of salvation to all who will believe. Our 
methods may differ, our circumstances 
may be quite different, the results of 
our “efforts may be quite different, but 
our responsibility is the same. 
one 

There are several principles to be 
found in God’s commission to Isaiah and 
in the Lord’s sending forth of the Sev- 
enty that should be carefully noted by 
believers today. First we may see the 
Lord’s concern over the untouched har- 
vest field. Some of that concern may 


and should eventually get down into our * 


own hearts, but it originates in the lov- 
ing heart of God and it should encour- 
age and stimulate and strengthen us, as 
we go forth in the knowledge that “he 
which hath begun a good work in you 
will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ” (Phil. 1:6). 
one 


ss 


Next, notice that the Lord “appointed” 
those who were gent. The implication 
is that He directed their itinerary. It 
was not a haphazard visitation in which 
work might be duplicated and some 
areas left untouched. When we are will- 
ing to accept the fact-that it is the Lord’s 
appointment and not our choice as to 
where and to whom we would like to 
witness, God will be able to get some 
things done through us. 

oi 


It is well to see that in the sending 
forth of the Seventy prayer was given 
first place. A, J. Gordon Once said, “You 
can do more than pray after you have 
prayed, but you cannot do more than 
pray until you have prayed.” 

The witnesses were sent forth unen- 
cumbered (Luke 10:4). This principle 
can be applied to intangible equipment 
as well as material provisions. As wit- 
nesses for the Lord Jesus Christ we 
need to get rid of preconceived notions 
and prejudices and pride in our own 
ability and strength, and we have no 
right to be loaded down with con- 
veniences and comforts that will slow 
up our service or tie us down to some 
particular location or work. It is true 
that witnesses at home or abroad need 
some equipment to work well, and many 
conveniences can make life on the mis- 
sion field very much easier and more 
comfortable. But good things can become 
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weights and hindrances to getting out 
the Good News. 

we 

It is well to see here also that witness- 

ing for Christ may suffer from social 
activities and otherwise innocent pleas- 
ures. In the Lord’s day, greetings along 
the highway were complicated and time- 
consuming. Christian witnesses today 
are not to be discourteous or unsocial. 
But, on the other hand, it is not diffi- 
cult to see that many church members 
find ample time for sports, amusements, 
and social life, but little time for tell- 
ing others about Christ or for definite 
Christian service. 

we 


Last, but by no means least, let us 
understand clearly that those who are 
sent forth as witnesses must first know 
Christ. Not until Isaiah’s lips were 
touched by a live coal from off the altar 
and his iniquity taken away and his 
sin purged was he ready to speak for 
God. We cannot introduce others to 
one whom we do not know or with 
whom we have only a nodding acquaint- 
ance. Let us first give God an oppor- 
tunity to do a real work in our own 
hearts, and then we will have something 
to speak to others about. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Eagles’ Wings 
(Continued from second page) 


mother eagle fed her eaglet and finally 
trained him to fly. Here is one scene: 

“Standing on them [stones by the 
nest], with the prey still held firmly 
in her talons, she offered him the morsel 
of meat from her beak, but backed sud- 
denly to the ledge before he could seize 
it. He was now furious and flapped his 
wings in unavailing protest, eventually 
attempting to follow her over the ram- 
part. She encouraged him in his en- 
deavors by coming nearer with frag- 
ments of flesh from time to time, and 
this most fascinating scene was ulti- 
mately brought to a close by the eaglet, 
half-climbing, half-flying to the top of 
one of the stones, whence rendered des- 
perate by the sight of the red meat, he 
jumped down to the ledge below. She 
now allowed him to devour the prey, 
her object having been successfully ac- 
complished.” 

The mother eagle would beat the air 
with her own wings, apparently to show 
the eaglet how to use his; and once, said 
Mr. Macpherson, “for one brief second 
he flew clumsily, toward her, then lit on 
his feet again at her side, following her 
again over the ledge as she backed 
away.” 

When the male brought hares or par- 
tridges to the nest, the mother would tear 
them apart and offer -certain morsels 
to the eaglet, but there were other parts 
she would never let him eat. 

In 1918 a Dr. Loye Miller and his 
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father were watching the nest of, a 
Golden Eagle at Ojai, Calif.. A. C. Bent 
quotes one thrilling incident which they 
witnessed: 

“The mother started from the nest in 
the crags, and roughly handling the 
young one, she allowed him to drop, I 
should say, about 90 feet, then she would 
swoop down under him, wings spread, 
and he would alight on her back. She 
would soar to the top of the range with 
him and repeat the process. One time 
she waited perhaps 15 minutes between 
flights. I should say the farthest she let 
him fall was 150 feet.” 

These are well-authenticated testi- 
monies from ornithologists, which illus- 
trate the vivid simile used in the song 
of Moses in Deuteronomy 32. If God 
provides His creatures with such in- 
stincts and abilities for the feeding, pro- 
tection, and rearing of their young, how 
much more willing and able is He to 
care for His own children! When the 
Israelites had been delivered from Egypt, 
God called Moses to Himself and gave 
him this message for the Children of 
Israel: “Ye have seen what I did unto 
the Egyptians, and how I bare you on 
eagles’ wings, and brought you unto my- 
self” (Exod, 19:4). God allows us to go 
through many trials, and be misunder- 
stood, and removes loved ones, until it 
can be said of us, “So the Lord alone 
did lead him, and there was no strange 
God with him.” How restful to remem- 
ber that “the eternal God is thy refuge, 
and underneath are the everlasting arms” 
—infinitely better than the strongest 
eagle’s wings! 

(To be continued) 
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The Christ-Centered Life 
(Continued from page 65) 


spent forty days and nights on Mount 
Sinai in the presence of the Lofd, and 
when, at Moses’ request, the Lord re- 
vealed to him a small portion of His 
divine glory, “the fringes of His skirts,” 
as someone has put it. When Moses 
came down from the mount the Chil- 
dren of Israel were afraid to look at his 
face because of the glory that radiated 
from it. Now Moses “knew not that 
his face shone,” but he wore a veil when 
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speaking to his people that they might 
not be disconcerted by the glory of the 
Lord there. Just by being in His pres- 
ence the Lord’s’ glory was transferred 
to the face of His servant; in the same 
way, and even much more truly, if you 
and I habitually live inthe presence of 
the Lord, feeding on His faithfulness, 
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seeking to please Him in all things, and 
coming daily into a closer walk with 
Him and a greater devotion to Him, the 
beauty of His person and character will 
be transferred to the faces of us, His 
servants. Similarly, if you and I habitu- 
ally live in the presence of the Lord, 
feeding on His faithfulness, rejoicing in 
His love and mercy, ever seeking to 
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please Him in all things, and coming 
daily into a closer walk with Him and 
a greater devotion to Him, the beauty 
of His person and character will be 
transferred to us by the Holy Spirit. 
Although we may remain quite uncon- 
scious of it, others will begin to see in 
us the glory, the grace, the peace, and 
the joy that belong to the eternal Lord 
of glory and to Him alone, and will be- 
gin to “take knowledge that we have 
been with Jesus” and, still more, that 
He is constantly with us and abiding in 
our hearts. 

4. The Final Outcome promised to us, 
and which will therefore surely be ful- 
filled, is that, when the Lord appears 
again in glory, the process of transforma- 
tion will be complete. As John says, 
“Now are we the sons of God, and it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be; 
but we know that, when He shall appear, 
we shall be like him; for we shall see 
him as he is.” Now we see Him by 
faith and the transforming process has 
already begun. Then we shall see Him 
face to face and our transformation will 
suddenly be brought to its completion, 
and we shall be ready to be presented 
faultless and without blemish to God 
the Father. 

We praise Thee, O Lord, for the 
glory of the goal which Thou hast 
set before us, by Thy grace and 
which Thou hast guaranteed that 
some day we shall reach. Grant to 
us a keener desire to know Thee 
and to take on more of the beauty 
of Thy likeness, that the process of 
transformation may be hastened in 
us and that we may live more to 
Thy glory. In Jesus’ name we pray, 
Amen. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 1 to 7 
Mon.—John 6:1-14. Hungering for Truth. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: A great multitude 
followed him.” The multitudes still, 
with all their inward longing for reality, 
are as blind to the Saviour as the peo- 
ple who followed Christ into the wil- 
derness. As they wanted what Christ 
could do for them, more than Himself, 
so it is with many today. Few really 
hunger for the living God. Few thirst 
for the “water” He can give. And as 
Christ rebuked those who sought the 
bread that perisheth then, so He does 
still. Are you hungering for Christ who 
is the truth, the life, and the way? 
“Labour not for the meat which perish- 
eth, but for that meat which endureth 
unto everlasting life, which the Son of 
man shall give unto you” (v. 27). Pray 
for All Nations Evangelistic Fellowship, 
Canandaigua, N. Y. 
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Tues.—John 6:22-27. 
Satisfactions That Endure. 
Prayer Succestions: “The bread of 
God is he which cometh down from 
heaven, and giveth life unto the world” 
(v. 33). The only perfect satisfaction 
in heart and life is that found in the 
glorious person and mercies of Christ 
the Son of the living God. Name any 
person in the world’s history, other than 
Christ, who is not a disappointment. 
Whose teaching, other than His, satisfies 
the soul’s longing for truth. Many give 
out truth, but Christ personified it, and 
taught only truth. You have nothing 
to unlearn if you sit at the feet of Jesus. 
Pray for the American Inland Mountain 

Mission, Corbin, Ky. 


Wed.—John 6:28-40. The Bread of God. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “My Father giveth 
you the true bread from heaven.” Christ 
is eternally the Bread of Life. Being 
God manifest in flesh, giving His flesh 
for the life of the world, by accepting 
Him and feeding on Him we have life 
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eternal. As He says, “He that cometh 
to me shall never hunger; and he that 
believeth on me shal] never thirst” (v. 
35). He is the “bread of God.” “For 
the bread of God is he which cometh 
down from heaven, and giveth life unto 
the world” (v. 33). Pray for the Ameri- 
can Indian Liberation Crusade, Los An- 
geles. 


Thurs.—John 6:41-51. THe Living Bread. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “I am the living 
bread which came down: from heaven.” 
Manna from Heaven sustained the Chil- 
dren of Israel] for just a few years dur- 
ing their wilderness journey: but Christ, 
the Son of the living God, by coming 
in the flesh, dying for our sins, and giv- 
ing His blood as our ransom from the 
power of the Devil, imparts eternal life 
to all who truly receive Him. We have 
life by His death. “The gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” Pray for the Best Seller Pub- 
licity, Chicago. 


Fri.—John 6:52-63. Words of Life. 


PRAYER Succestions: “The words that 
I speak unto you, they are spirit, and 
they are life.” Happy are the souls that 
discover Christ is what Peter declared, 
when he said: “Lord, to whom shall 
we go? thou hast the words of eternal 
life” (v. 68). Hither come, for here in 
Christ alone is the truth eternal, and 
hope, salvation, grace, and glory ever- 
lasting. Let the “song of Moses... and 
of the Lamb” give you the heavenly 
side of this glorious reality (Rev. 15:3). 
Whether in Heaven or hell] all shall see 
that Christ uttered. truth and only truth. 
Pray for the Bible Club movement, 
Philadelphia, 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 10:14-17. 
The Sacramental Bread. 


PrAYER SuGcEsTIons: “The bread which 
we break, is it not the communion of 
the body of Christ?” The bread of the 
Communion service symbolizes the body 
of Christ broken for us; and the wine 
His blood poured out for our pardon. 
Christ’s purity. and life-giving grace, 
through the sacrifice of Himself for our 
eternal salvation are all brought to our 
remembrance in the Communion bread. 
To eat this bread and drink this cup un- 
worthily is damaging to the soul. Ob- 
serve the Lord’s Supper Scripturally. 
Pray for the American Indian Mission, 
Hill City, S. Dak. 


Sun.—Isaiah 55:1-7. Seek Spiritual Food. 


PraYeErR Succestions: “Wherefore do ye 
spend money for that which is not 
bread?” There is bread that satisfies the 
hungry soul forever. Christ, “the living 
bread which came down from heaven,” 
still calls to famishing souls, “Incline 
your ear, and come unto me: hear, and 
your soul shall live” (v. 3). Have you 
yet tasted that the Lord is gracious? 
Pray for America Inland Mission, Gen- 
try, Ark, 
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“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any ‘twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). 


POWER in the WORD 


THERE IS POWER IN THE WORD — GOD’S WORD. It has power to save the sinner, restore the 
fallen, heal the sick; power to comfart the sorrowing, cheer the lonely, and give hope to 
the hopeless. It is God’s instrument for saving men’s souls, restoring their faith, and giv- 
ing them that peace and comfort which the world cannot give. ~ 


CONSECRATED MEN AND*WOMEN HAVE DEDICATED THEIR LIVES TO SOWING THE SEED. 
They have devoted their lives to scattering the Word that others may have opportunity to 
hear the Glad Tidings. 

MISSIONARIES at home and abroad are helpless without it. 
PERSONAL WORKERS depend on the Word for convicting sinners. 
PASTORS AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS need it to comfort and assure. 
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST must feed on it for spiritual growth. 


THE AMERICAN SCRIPTURE .GIFT MISSION WAS FOUNDED FOR SUCH A DIVERSIFIED 
MINISTRY. In the year 1915 men of strong Christian faith and devotion established this 
ministry for the unique purpose of publishing and distributing the good seed of the Word. 
For thirty-eight years the Mission has steadily and steadfastly pursued that high calling 
and, by the grace of God, will continue it until the incarnate Word Himself shall come again. 
During that period, the Mission has published separate, specialized Scripture booklets to 
meet individual and particular needs of servants of Christ, making available to them in a 
world-girdling service millions of copies of its publications. Reports indicate that year by 
year God has been faithful to the Mission and thus to His Word which never returns to 
Him void when sown in faith with prayer. 

TODAY CHRISTIAN MEN AND WOMEN OF LIKE FAITH HAVE DEDICATED THEIR LIVES” 
TO A CONTINUING MINISTRY. We of the Mission ever seek to make the Written 
Word available to various Christian workers the world around. We have been seeking to 
supply all needs as requested of us. We have not been able to meet all such requests. 

In a recent period we— 
were not able to meet the request for Gospels for school children in a southern city 
even though permission to distribute them had been granted‘a Christian worker! 
could not send armed service chaplains supplies requested for use in veteran hospitals 
and among servicemen in military installations! 
could not make adequate shipments of Scriptures to missionaries in various countries! 
were forced to deny requests of Bible school students for Scripture portions for use in 
personal evangelism! 

Will you help us, therefore, to meet many such appeals as they come to us from His 
servants in all areas of service at home and abroad? We covet your prayers and 
your share in the abounding grace of giving. 


American Scripture Gift Mission 
Founded in 1915 by Robert B. Haines, Jr. 
327 North 13th Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


“All publications of the Scriprure Girt MissIon are in the words of Scripture* with only sufficient headings to guide the reader.” 


*King James Version is used. 
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Philip E. Howard, Jr., Lit.D. 
Isaac J. Leonard 
William J. Jones 
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